
Emergency Preparedness Program
As a response to the assistive device needs of hurricane
evacuees from hurricanes Katrina and Rita, LATAN distrib-
uted 1,400 devices donated by people all over the country
to 700 people.  Today, the program is providing technical
assistance to emergency management agencies and
addressing equipment needs during emergencies.

Annual AT Awards Program
Recognizes individuals, businesses, and groups for out-
standing work in providing AT access and Universal Design. 

AT Camp
Annual event for families of young children to discover the
stimulating world of assistive technology and the important
place it can hold in the lives of people with disabilities.

Outreach, Training, Technical Assistance, and
Collaboration
Presentations, exhibits and demonstrations on assistive
technology devices and services are provided each year.
LATAN provides technical assistance on AT to state agen-
cies in planning long-term care, housing, employment,
education, and independent living supports.

Information and Assistance
Provides over 1,000 individuals with disabilities, older per-
sons, caregivers, family members and service providers
assistance in obtaining assistive technology devices.

Baton Rouge
3042 Old Forge Drive, Suite D
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808
225.925.9500 (Voice/TTY)
800.270.6185 (Voice/TTY)

Shreveport
820 Jordan Street, Suite 120
Shreveport, Louisiana  71101
318.841.1548 (Voice/TTY)
800.270.6185 (Voice/TTY)

www.latan.org

Website 
Information about AT Devices and services provided to
over 25,000 per year.

G.R.E.A.T. Possibilities
A quarterly newsletter about successful AT use and new
devices and services is disseminated to 6,000 individuals.

E-Newsletter
Provides monthly dissemination of information via 
electronic delivery to the public.

Collaboration and Coordination to Provide
Access to AT Devices and Services in
Louisiana
Collaborates with numerous groups and councils to 
advocate for policy changes resulting in increased funding
for Assistive Technology devices and services.
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About LATAN
The Louisiana Assistive Technology Access Network
(LATAN) is a statewide 501 ( c ) ( 3) non-profit 
organization that assists all Louisianians with disabilities in
achieving a higher quality of life through access to
Assistive Technology. It is headquartered in Baton Rouge
and it has also established a satellite office located in
Shreveport to serve North Louisiana citizens. It is funded in
part by grants, federal and state sources, and by donations
from the public. LATAN conducts annual independent
audits of its financial affairs and enjoys a stellar financial
record.  As such, in 2004, LATAN received one of the first
LANO Certificates of Excellence for meeting the Louisiana
Standards for Excellence in non-profits and was re-certi-
fied in 2007.

LATAN’s Mission and Vision
LATAN assists individuals with disabilities to achieve a 
higher quality of life and greater independence through
increased access to assistive technology (AT) as part of
their daily lives. LATAN envisions a future in Louisiana in
which individuals who use assistive technology are inde-
pendent, satisfied with their lives and have access to their
communities.  LATAN strives to bring that vision to fruition
each day through its consumer-responsive programs and
services.

What Is Assistive Technology (AT)?
Assistive Technology, or AT, is best described as technology
that individuals with disabilities use to assist them in daily 
activities, such as canes, wheelchairs, communication devices,
hearing aids, keyboard alternatives, and vision aids. 

Who Is Involved with LATAN? 
LATAN is governed by a 15-member Board of Directors who
represent a diversity of ages, disabilities, ethnic and geograph-
ic cultures. Board members are recruited statewide and
include AT users, family members of AT users and community
leaders.  Volunteers are involved in LATAN activities through
its board, task forces, focus groups and advisory councils. In a
nutshell, LATAN involves individuals with disabilities in the
planning, implementation and evaluation of LATAN's activities.

Who Benefits from LATAN's Services and
Programs? 
Approximately 26%, over 1.13 million, of Louisiana's 4.3 
million residents are individuals with disabilities or functional
limitations, including older persons. LATAN provides access to
assistive technology so that individuals with disabilities
achieve greater independence as they go to work, school, and
enjoy community living. 

What Do AT Consumers Say about LATAN? 
“Without my wheelchair and positioning system, I would be
sentenced to life in a bed,” says a consumer from Baton
Rouge.  “The Assistive Technology I use gives me some
measure of physical independence, and best of all, it makes it
possible for me to go to work every day.”

AT Device Demonstration Program
Provides over 600 people the opportunity to try out assistive
devices before buying. Two locations: Baton Rouge and
Shreveport, Louisiana.  LATAN also offers traveling device
demonstrations.

Assistive Technology Financial Loan Program
Provides reduced-interest, fixed-rate, extended-term loans
to purchase assistive technology. Since 2002, the Program
has made 143 loans totaling more than $2.6 million.

LATAN's Computer ReUse Program
Connects Louisiana consumers who have disabilities with
used, refurbished computers. In its three years of operation,
Computer ReUse has helped over 400 Louisiana consumers. 

The AT Marketplace: Louisiana's Assistive
Technology Classifieds
Online and telephone access to previously owned, affordable
and donated assistive devices and equipment. In its first year
of operation, The AT Marketplace saved Louisiana con-
sumers over $16,000.

I cannot thank LATAN enough for demonstrating the low-vision  enhancement
equipment in your office for me. It is one thing to read  about these things 
(if you know about them), and quite another to be  able to touch and use them. 
In my case, I did not even know they existed.

-Mike Futrell, Ph.D.
Director, Agricultural Leadership Program
LSU AgCenter

“
”
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