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FOLLOW US ON  

SOCIAL MEDIA! 

As we are winding down another     

year, I want to thank all of you for 

your patience and persistence in the 

face of all challenges thrown your way. 

This quarter, we’ve all weathered the    

shutdown of the federal government. 

It is an uncertain world, and all of you make the mission 

of serving the state’s seniors your first priority.  

GOEA would like to wish Jane Thomas a very happy,     

relaxing retirement, and thank her for her many years of 

service as our Legal Services Developer, and on the Elder 

Law Task Force. She has been a tireless advocate and an 

invaluable source of information, and we will miss her   

expertise and guidance. 

Reminder: our new Practices & Procedures are now in          

effect, and can be found on our website: https://

goea.louisiana.gov/resources/goea-policy-procedure-

manual/ 

Thank you to all of you for your important work, and have 

a wonderful holiday season! 

 

Amanda Smith, Executive Director  

 

https://x.com/GOEAffairs
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61559666283962&sk=about
https://goea.louisiana.gov/resources/goea-policy-procedure-manual/
https://goea.louisiana.gov/resources/goea-policy-procedure-manual/
https://goea.louisiana.gov/resources/goea-policy-procedure-manual/


  

 

HCBS 
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As 2025 comes to a close, the Home and Community Based Services 
(HCBS) team extends gratitude to the aging network for your                
commitment to serving Louisiana’s older adults. The progress achieved 
this year reflects the strength of our collaborative efforts to expand      
access and enhance service delivery to the senior community. Looking 
ahead to 2026, we will continue conducting annual program                  
assessments to ensure the effectiveness of service delivery. These                
assessments not only reinforce accountability but also provide valuable 
insights that strengthen program performance and guide innovative   
approaches. By doing so, we remain aligned with GOEA’s mission to 
serve as Louisiana’s focal point for the development, implementation, 
and administration of public policy addressing the needs of the state’s 
elderly citizens. We encourage you to stay abreast of correspondence 
from the HCBS team regarding your upcoming program assessment   
visit, as your partnership is vital to advancing our shared mission.  

 

Happy Holidays,  

Lakeisha Robertson, HCBS Program Manager  



  

 

With the new year approaching, the Accounting and Finance team        
extends our heartfelt appreciation to the members of the Aging Network 
for your unwavering dedication to improving the lives of older adults 
across Louisiana. Your commitment, compassion, and ongoing             
dedication ensure that seniors in our   communities receive the care, 
support, and resources they need to thrive. 

As we chart the course for 2026, we remain committed to conducting 
Field Audits to identify areas where processes can be enhanced and to 
ensure program expenditures, cash balances, and compliance with      
applicable policies and regulations are properly reviewed. These audits 
provide critical insights that support sound financial management,       
reinforce internal controls, and guide improvements in stewardship of 
resources. 

We encourage you to review all communications regarding upcoming 
audit assignments to ensure timely preparation. Your efforts are           
essential in upholding GOEA’s mission to safeguard public funds and 
support the effective administration of programs serving Louisiana’s 
older adult population. 

From all of us on the Accounting and Finance team, we wish you a safe 
and joyful holiday season.  

Accounting and Finance 
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Compliance and Planning  
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Looking back to the beginning of 2025 we started a project with 

WellSky. We had many ups and downs but everyone worked through the 

struggles and hurdles. Compliance and Planning wants to thank           

everyone for being patient during the transition, despite all of the      

growing pains. We appreciate all of the hard work that you do, day in 

and day, out for the citizens of Louisiana.  

With the consolidated database, we have implemented some 

changes to assist you. Compliance and Planning will be       

pulling your FY26 2nd Quarter Agency Summary (Totals      

Only) Report for the period of July 1, 2025 – December 31, 

2025. This means you no longer need to submit your quarterly 

report. You can still run the report for your internal process if you 

choose to but you don’t have to submit it to GOEA. It is extremely       

important that you have all units entered in and do not surpass the     

January 15th deadline as the report will be ran on January 16th.  

The missing data report will no longer be generated quarterly for your 

review and revisions. We will now be running the report at the end of 

the second quarter and the 4th quarter. Compliance and Planning        

encourages you all to run your own missing data reports and check for 

missing data quarterly to avoid having large amounts of data to fix all at 

one time.  

If you have any questions, please contact Lauren Gautier at                     

225-342-6672 or email her at Lauren.Gautier2@la.gov.  

We hope you all have a wonderful holiday season,  

 

Compliance and Planning Program Manager and staff.  
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Elderly Protective Services 
As the year comes to a close, take the time to give thanks for all of the 
wonderful things that have occurred throughout the year. I want to say 
thank you to each of you for all of the hard work you have done.  Thank 
you for your dedication and commitment to our program but mostly to 
the elderly population of the state of Louisiana.  Take a moment to do 
something nice for one elderly individual you come in contact with.  Our 
Elders have paved the way for so many of us, let us not forget about them 
during this holiday season. Some are alone while others are surrounded 
by loved ones, a simple hello or small token of appreciation could add a 
smile to their hearts and faces.   

Everyone have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  

Ebony Thomas-Philips, Elderly Protective Services Program Manager  

2025 Annual Elderly Protective Services All Staff Training  



  

 

G O E A  N E W S L E T T E R  P A G E  6  

Louisiana's MIPPA FY2025 Performance  
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MIPPA Performance Trends (2019–2025) 
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Deepest Regret  

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of 

LEBA Board Member Willie Lewis. Willie D. Lewis,           

affectionately known as “W.D.,” was born on November 7, 

1938, and peacefully passed away of natural causes on   

November 4, 2025, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the age 

of 86. After a life of dedication, service, and love, he has 

now entered into eternal rest, leaving behind a legacy that 

will continue to inspire all who knew him.  

Willie’s commitment to civic engagement and community 

leadership was evident throughout his life. He became deeply involved in politics 

and community activism, holding numerous leadership roles. He served as         

President of the Scotlandville Jaycees from 1975–1976. On the state level, he was 

elected Regional Vice President from 1976–1977, earning numerous awards on 

the local, state, and national levels for his outstanding service. 

A devoted Republican, Willie was passionate about community involvement and 

the political process. Over the years, he actively served in numerous political     

campaigns at the local, state, and federal levels, offering his time, insight, and      

organizational skills to help elect candidates who shared his values and vision for 

a stronger Louisiana. Known for his sharp political acumen and dedication to 

public service, Willie built strong relationships with elected officials and               

community leaders across the state. 

Willie was appointed to the Louisiana Executive Board on Aging in 1997 by        

former State Senate President Randy Ewing. He remained on the Board for over 

28 years. Willie championed initiatives that enhanced the quality of life, expanded 

access to vital resources, and upheld the dignity of older adults across the state.  

His lifelong dedication to service and community leadership earned him               

numerous honors throughout the years. He received the Kiwanian of the Year 

Award from the Kiwanis Club of Denham Springs –West Livingston in 2001, and 

in 2012, he was recognized by Project R.I.D.E. and the Louisiana Business and     

Community Alliance for more than 40 years of outstanding contributions to the 

Greater Baton Rouge community.  He will be deeply missed by all who knew and 

loved him.  



  

 

     

Cameron Council on Aging: Received donations of food and funding to help 

seniors who did not receive their Food Stamps due to the Government shutdown. 

Over 30 people were helped on the first day and many more since then. Community 

leaders held food drives throughout the parish and local LNG plants donated 

funds. The pantry was full, and the recipients were very appreciative. The agency has 

elaborated on their disaster plan in the section of Government Shutdown! The local 

sheriff also brought out his "cook trailer" and he and the District Attorney, Clerk of 

Court and Tax Assessor cooked for the seniors in Cameron, Hackberry, and Grand 

Lake. Shelf-stable meals were stored for any other need that arises. 

Franklin Council on Aging: Happy Birthday to Mrs. Evelyn Womack, she 

turned 93 years old!  
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Ascension Council on Aging: Sure knows how to have a good time!  
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Western Party!  

1960’s Party!  

Halloween Party!  



  

 

     

Tangipahoa Council on Aging: On October 3, 2025, Ms. Thelma Barlow 
from Hammond was crowned the 2025 Tangipahoa Parish Fair Senior Citizens 
Queen by State Senators Bill Wheat and Beth Mizell. During this joyous event, we 
also celebrated Ms. Clara Fultz’s 100th birthday. Ms. Clara continues to drive herself 
to the Kentwood Senior Center almost every day. Both ladies represent the         
Tangipahoa Council on Aging with grace, gratitude and patience and we love them 
both!  
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Vermilion Council on Aging: We are celebrating 50 years of positive      

community impact for the elders of Vermilion Parish in December! 



  

 

      

Lafourche Council on Aging: Held a Halloween costume party to celebrate! 

The seniors dressed up and played games, it was a great time! The pictures below 

are from the party.  
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Winner of guessing how many candies 

were in the container! 

Winner of witch ring hat toss! 

Top 3 best dressed clients!  Lafourche costume contest!  



  

 

     

Jefferson Davis Council on Aging: In October we had our Annual Fall 
Fest Gumbo that the Sheriff sponsors. In November we hosted LSU AgCenter for a 
presentation on eating better during the holidays and she also had a food demo, 
which was very enjoyed! We also had an anonymous Thanksgiving basket donor 
that we help to distribute 40 Thanksgiving meal fixings to some of our lower income 
participants.  

G O E A  N E W S L E T T E R  P A G E  1 3  



  

 

 

G O E A  N E W S L E T T E R  P A G E  1 4  

Rapides Senior Citizens’ Centers: Happy Birthday to      

our Team Lead and Sieper Center Coordinator Becky Walters! Thank you 

for your dedication to our seniors in not just your community but across    

the parish! You are a hardworking and dedicated woman of faith! Thank 

you as well for your service with this company for 25 years!  

Thank you so much, Mrs. Shirley Johnson for all the help you do at 

the Sieper Senior Citizen Center and Happy Birthday to you! 

Happy 96th Birthday to 

Mrs. Dolores Morrison 

from Sieper!  

Happy 95th Birthday Mrs. Cotton! Mary Louise Cotton was born on October 16, 1930, in a small 

town in the Blue Ridge mountains in North Carolina. Louise (as known by her friends) has had 

many life experiences, living through historic events such as WWII, the moon landing, President 

Kennedy’s assassination as well as personal events such as falling in love at the age of 21 and 

moving with her new husband to Ohio. They raised 4 children on a dairy farm. She was and is 

very active in her children’s lives. Some of her favorite pastimes are reading and spending time at 

the senior center with her friends. She is a blessing to everyone who knows her! 

Happy 94th Birthday 

to Mrs. Marjorie 

Wiemers from 

Wilda!  

Happy Birthday Mrs. 

Pam Rudisill from 

Wilda turning 65 

and she is fabulous!  

Happy Birthday, 

Mrs. Melba   

Warren from 

Wilda! 
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Jefferson Council on Aging: Metairie Senior Center Movie Day, the      

Coordinator Brittany Johnson rolled out the red carpet for our members and 

treated them to popcorn and treats. It was like a real movie experience! 

Happy birthday to Mr. Alexander Hymes. 

He celebrated his 102nd  birthday at our 

Marrero Senior Center and is our oldest 

veteran!  

Judy and Donald Scioneaux of our 

Lafitte Senior Center celebrating 

Thanksgiving  

Veteran celebration at Lafitte Senior Center! 
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Sabine Council on Aging: Our seniors    

always look forward to our Annual Senior Day held the 

fourth Thursday in September. During this event, we  

always honor an older worker and this year’s recipient 

was Mr. Ned G. Robinson, employed 50 years at Boise 

Tamale Fiesta Senior Day in Zwolle, La. The      

second picture is of our client Carolyn Jones with 

her granddaughter Kennedi, Miss Zwolle Tamale 

Fiesta Queen! 

Annual trip to Lil Eva Plantation/Lunch is always a 

fun trip for our seniors! 

Happy 91st birthday 

Ms. Betty Skinner! 

Our first year participating in 

the town’s trick or treating! 

We were welcomed at The Life Church for the annual pre-Thanksgiving 

Luncheon. Our seniors always enjoy this gathering!  



  

 

      

Governor’s Office of Elderly Affairs: GOEA staff participated in the 

Breast Cancer Walk on October 14, 2025 to increase awareness and show support 

for those affected!  
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Happy Holidays!  



  

 

 

 

Winter Storm Preparedness  
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The next scheduled quarterly LEBA meeting will be held on 

January 21, 2026 @ 11:00AM  

The Board members are listed below: 

 

Leslie Keen—Chairwoman 

Huey Beverly 

Ann Keene 

Donald Mallet 

Heather Prejean 

 

Charles “Buddy” Pugh 

Rene Thibodeaux 

Ricco Thomas 

Blanche Wilks 

 

The Louisiana Executive Board on Aging  
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Join us in welcoming our new  

team members! 

Sharlie Flowers ~ Elderly Protective Services  

Rebecca Phillips ~ Elderly Protective Services  

Latisha Lewis ~ Accounting & Finance  

Governor’s Office of Elderly Affairs 

602 North 5th Street, Suite 435 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

Phone: (225) 342-7100                                     

Fax: (225) 342-7133                                        

Website: www.goea.louisiana.gov 


